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FREJUS TUNNEL: SECOND TUBE OPEN TO TRAFFIC 
ITALIAN AND FRENCH MINISTERS OF TRANSPORT, 

MATTEO SALVINI AND PHILIPPE TABAROT, ATTENDED THE INAUGURATION 
 
▪ At 12.9 km long and with an 8-metre diameter, the new tube joins the existing one, making the Frejus 

Tunnel the longest twin-tube road tunnel in Europe 

▪ Highest security standards guaranteed, with 34 shelters, 9 vehicle-accessible by passes and a state-of-

the-art Control Room 

▪ A significant improvement in the level of service offered in terms of accessibility of the connection 

▪ A strategic project for European mobility, with a focus on environmental sustainability  

 
Bardonecchia, 28 July 2025 - The official opening ceremony for the second Frejus Tunnel tube - a major event 
for European mobility - took place today in Bardonecchia. The ceremony was attended by the Ministries of 
Transport of the two countries: Matteo Salvini, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Infrastructure and 
Transport of the Italian government (MIT), and Philippe Tabarot, Minister of Transport of the French 
government.  
 
The extension project was completed by the two concessionaires, the French SFTRF and the Italian SITAF, the 
latter is concessionaire of the A32 Turin -Bardonecchia stretch, T4 Frejus Tunnel and part of ASTM Group, 
among the leading global infrastructure players in the management of motorway concession networks, EPC 
design and construction projects and technology for infrastructures. 
 
The new tunnel separates traffic flows, further reinforcing the strategic role of the Frejus Tunnel, making it 
today’s Europe's longest twin-tube road tunnel. The tunnel connects Italy (Bardonecchia) to France 
(Modane) and constitutes a central node of European mobility and the Mediterranean TEN-T corridor. 
 
During the ceremony, the authorities underlined the strategic value of the infrastructure for the economic 
and social growth of the territories it crosses, emphasising the strong spirit of cross-border cooperation and 
the joint commitment towards an increasingly safe, efficient and sustainable mobility. A major project, 
realised with the contribution of hundreds of professionals from both countries. 
 
The second tube of the Frejus Tunnel was designed to meet the most stringent European standards in terms 
of safety, with state-of-the-art equipment and technical solutions designed to minimise risk and ensure timely 
and effective rescue intervention in emergency situations. The security system has an active approach: the 
measures taken and the solutions implemented make it possible to prevent emergency situations and 
intervene proptly. Everything has been designed with a clear objective: to ensure maximum travel safety to 
all users and to offer a significant improvement in the level of service in terms of accessibility of the 
connection.  
Here are the main characteristics of the second carriageways:  
 
▪ Separation of traffic flows: each tube is dedicated to one direction of travel (one towards France with a 

service platform, and one towards Italy with a service lane), limiting the risk of accidents and facilitating 
rescue operations.  

 
▪ State-of-the-art Control Room: brand new building and located at the entrance of the tunnel on the 

Italian side, this bi-national control room coordinates the traffic of both tubes (G1 from France to Italy 
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and G2 from Italy to France), by monitoring the ventilation systems, signs and safety installations and 
ensuring maximum efficiency and reactivity in case of emergencies. 
 

▪ Shelters: 34 pedestrian safety shelters were built, 18 in the French area and 16 in the Italian area, spaced 
350-400 metres. The shelters serve both tubes. These shelters allow for a quick and safe evacuation in 
the event of an accident or fire, by evacuating people from the tunnel not affected by the event. 
 

▪ Vehicle-accessible by-passes and escape routes: the tunnel is equipped with 9 vehicle-accessible by-
passes (5 in Italy and 4 in France) for emergency vehicles. 

 

▪ Technical stations: 6 technical stations were set up to manage and control the plant operation of the 
two tunnels and ensure their proper functioning. 
 

▪ Ventilation system: ventilation of the G2 tunnel is longitudinal and is provided by accelerators installed 
in the vault. There are also two massive extraction stations, capable of rapidly evacuating smoke in the 
event of a fire, maintaining safe conditions for evacuation and rescue operations. 
 

▪ Fire protection systems: each shelter and intermediate areas are equipped with fire alcoves and smoke 
detection units with dedicated systems, for prompt detection of critical events. 

 
 

KEY FIGURES OF THE SECOND TUBE PROJECT: 
 

▪ 700 million euro of project value 
▪ 12.9 km: length 
▪ 8 m: tunnel inner diameter 
▪ 3.50 m: traffic lanes width 
▪ 1 state-of-the-art Centralised Control Post 
▪ 34 shelters: 18 in France and 16 in Italy 
▪ 9 vehicle-accessible bypasses: 4 in France and 5 in Italy 
▪ 2 internal massive ventilation units 
▪ 6 underground technical stations 
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*** 

SFTRF (Société Française du Tunnel Routier du Frejus) is a local joint-stock company founded with the aim of developing and operating 
the Frejus tunnel and the Maurienne motorway linking France to Italy across the Alps. 

SITAF is part of ASTM Group, one of the world’s leading infrastructure players in the management of motorway networks under 
concession, the planning and construction of EPC projects, and technology applied to infrastructure. With operations in 15 countries and 
around 14,500 employees and personnel, the Group adopts a “one-company” business model incorporating integrated skills that cover 
the entire value chain of the infrastructure sector. The Group is the second largest operator in the world in the management of motorway 
infrastructure, with a network of approximately 5,900 km, with about 1,100 km in Italy and 4,800 km in Brazil, through the company 
EcoRodovias. 

*** 
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